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The first whales evolved over 50 million years ago, sharing a
terrestrial ancestor group with hippos. The first whales were C

MEET THE (surprisingly) land animals, with a long skull and carnivorous teeth!

\
Over time they evolved into the marine animals we know today, but they still share <
many similarities with land mammals, including humans. They feed their babies with MOSJf whales Yyavel

Many species of whale come to Iceland’s waters to feed. For example, the humpback
whale travels an average of 8300 km from destinations such as the Gulf of Mexico
all the way to Iceland.
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Some of the most common species to spot around Iceland are;
minke whales, blue whales, sperm whales, harbour porpoise,

MEET THE . . .
humpback whales, orcas, white-beaked dolphin and fin whales. /_
Some of those, such as the humpback whale and the minke whale, are seen frequently
by whale watching tours in Iceland. Unfortunately, some of these specigs are being put F W\r\a\e's N wg'\q‘l\
under threat by the whalers who hunt them for their meat. Controversially, whalers have “Q, 30 tonne$ which 1§
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THE IMPORTANCE OF

ICELAND

/

The cold waters of Iceland provide rich feeding
grounds for marine life. The mix of cold seas and
warm ocean currents provides ideal environments

B for whales to feed.

s

e

The currents consist of the cold Arctic Sea to the north and

the warmer Atlantic Sea to the south. The currents, combined

with the long summer daylight and shallow waters, make

Iceland an extremely favorable feeding ground for many
species of whales.

The shallow depth of the Icelandic waters provides the
perfect habitat for herring, squid and other small fish
that whales can eat.

This results in Iceland providing plentiful food
supplies for the whales which migrate to the area.
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FYOW\ 0 — ‘ v Use alternatives to pesticides,
herbicides and fungicides on your
v Reduce your plastic consumption garden and try to use more orggnic |
v Recycle more plastic, cardboard and bottles, products such as manure and biological —
to prevent them from becoming rubbish rr?ethods. of p.est con.trol —
v Don’t dump toxic chemicals down the drain v Pick up litter in public places and on " i

the beaches
v Avoid wasting water as it is a precious

as they will end up in the sea. Read the labels
on products and try to avoid buying products

containing harmful chemicals. resource
v Reduce carbon dioxide emissions by using

public transport and cycling when you can.
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WHALES

EXHIBIT

The Whales of Iceland exhibit consists of
23 hand painted man-made life size models of the
various whale species found in Icelandic waters
throughout its natural history.

You'll find a 25m (82 ft) long blue whale, a full-size sperm whale,
the critically endangered North Atlantic right whale and many
more! Personal characteristic can be found on each model that

resembles a real whale in the ocean.

With interactive information stands and videos, surrounded by
soothing whale sounds, underwater ambient lighting and black and
yellow beach-like floor, Whales of Iceland is a dreamy adventure
visitors’ can learn about the whales and their habitat.

Whales of Iceland is visited by school groups all year round.
Recently they have added a new room that features the five main
direct threats to whales in the ocean: entanglement in fishing gear,
plastic pollution, whaling, ship strikes and noise pollution. Every
visitor will leave this room understand about and caring more for
the whales and the ocean.

Whales of Iceland teamed up with the International Fund for
Animal Welfare who secured the projection rights of a beautiful
60-minute-long documentary about noise pollution that they
screen in their new room on a huge screen daily.
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